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Abstract: Industrial development is often embraced as a pathway to economic 

growth and improved living standards. However, contemporary development 

practices increasingly exhibit a tendency to overlook social, cultural, and 

environmental dimensions, resulting in an imbalanced development paradigm. 

This study aims to analyze community perspectives on the development of the 

shipbuilding industry in Batupute Village, Soppeng Riaja District, Barru 

Regency, using a societal approach. A qualitative research design was 

employed, with data collected through in-depth interviews using a snowball 

sampling technique to capture diverse perspectives from local residents. The 

analysis is grounded in the societal framework proposed by Paulus Wirutomo, 

which emphasizes the interconnection of structural, cultural, and processual 

dimensions in development. The findings indicate that the implementation of 

industrial development in the study area has not fully aligned with an ideal 

societal development model. Structurally, there are emerging inequalities and 

shifts in local economic patterns. Culturally, traditional values and community 

cohesion are experiencing gradual erosion. Processually, limited community 

participation and weak social integration mechanisms further exacerbate these 

issues. The lack of synchronization among these three dimensions reflects a 

broader disintegration within the development process. In conclusion, the 

development of the shipbuilding industry has yet to achieve a balanced 

integration of societal principles. These results underscore the importance of 

adopting more inclusive, participatory, and environmentally conscious 

development strategies to ensure that economic progress does not come at the 

expense of social and cultural sustainability. 

Keywords: Industrial Development, Shipbuilding Industry, Societal Approach, 
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Introduction 

Industrial development represents a multidimensional transformation 

encompassing economic, technological, and social dimensions, reflecting the advancement 

of modern civilization. Industry plays a crucial role in enhancing production efficiency 

through labor specialization while simultaneously shaping new social structures 

characterized by relationships between the working class and management (Giddens, 

2013). Furthermore, industrialization is widely regarded as a primary driver of economic 

growth and an improvement in societal welfare (Todaro & Smith, 2020). In local contexts, 

such as shipbuilding industries, industrial activities function not only as centers of 

economic production but also as arenas of social interaction that facilitate social mobility. 
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However, transformations in social structure do not necessarily lead to an equitable 

distribution of welfare. Industrial structures may generate inequalities in access to 

employment, wage levels, and labor protection if not managed inclusively (Scott, 2014). 

From a cultural perspective, industrialization fosters a shift toward modern work ethics 

such as discipline and professionalism, which often interact and negotiate with existing 

local values (UNDP, 2022). Meanwhile, from a processual perspective, social dynamics are 

reflected in interactions among social actors, where community perceptions of industry 

are strongly influenced by the degree of inclusiveness and fairness in the distribution of 

development benefits  (World Bank, 2021).   

The societal analysis emphasizes the integration of structural, cultural, and 

processual dimensions in understanding social phenomena holistically. This approach 

views social change as the result of the interplay between power relations, social 

interactions, and institutional systems (Jurnal Sosiologi Andalas, 2022). Within this 

framework, social structure determines access to resources, culture shapes values and 

norms, while social processes serve as the primary mechanisms of change through 

dynamic interactions (Postmodern Openings, 2021). Therefore, societal analysis constitutes 

an essential conceptual framework for evaluating industrial development, ensuring that it 

is not solely oriented toward economic growth but also toward social justice and 

sustainability (Social Investment Forum Indonesia, 2023). 

 

Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative case study approach to explore community 

perceptions of shipbuilding industry development in Batupute Village, Soppeng Riaja 

District, Barru Regency, conducted from September 2023 to February 2024. A qualitative 

design was selected to capture the depth, meaning, and complexity of social experiences 

that cannot be adequately quantified. 

Informants were selected using a snowball sampling technique, enabling the 

identification of participants with relevant knowledge and direct involvement in the 

studied phenomenon. Key informants included village authorities and local community 

members residing near the shipyard development area. The selection emphasized 

information richness and contextual relevance rather than statistical representation, 

resulting in five primary informants. 

Data were collected through multiple techniques, including in-depth interviews, 

field observations, documentation, and literature review, ensuring methodological 

triangulation. The data were analyzed using an interactive model involving data 

reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. Additionally, thematic analysis was 

applied through coding, categorization, and interpretation to identify patterns, 

relationships, and emerging meanings. 

To ensure rigor and trustworthiness, the study employed member checking, peer 

debriefing, and reflexive bias clarification. These strategies enhanced the credibility, 

dependability, and confirmability of the findings. Overall, this approach enabled a 
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comprehensive and holistic understanding of the social dynamics surrounding industrial 

development in the study area. 

Result and Discussion 

Societal development, as conceptualized by Paulus Wirutomo, emphasizes the 

integration of structural, cultural, and social process dimensions in fostering socially, 

economically, and culturally sustainable societies. This framework advances beyond 

growth-centric paradigms by situating development as a multidimensional process aimed 

at enhancing human dignity while maintaining socio-ecological balance. Contemporary 

development discourse reinforces this perspective through sustainability and human-

centered development approaches, which stress inclusivity, equity, and environmental 

responsibility (United Nations, 2015; Hickel, 2020). Thus, societal development provides a 

critical lens to assess industrial expansion that often prioritizes economic outputs over 

social cohesion and ecological integrity. 

At the structural level, the findings reveal that the expansion of the shipbuilding 

industry has significantly reshaped local socio-economic arrangements. Increased social 

mobility and the influx of migrant populations reflect processes of labor reconfiguration 

commonly associated with industrialization in peripheral regions. However, weak 

institutional capacity—evidenced by inadequate administrative systems and the absence 

of local regulatory instruments (PERKADES)—indicates governance deficits. From the 

perspective of structuration theory, social structures are continuously reproduced through 

rules and resources that enable or constrain social practices (Giddens, 2013). In this case, 

limited regulatory enforcement reflects asymmetrical power relations between 

corporations and local communities. 

Recent scholarship in political economy and development studies further explains 

such dynamics through the concept of uneven development, where capital accumulation 

tends to concentrate benefits while externalizing social and environmental costs (Piketty, 

2020; Bridge et al., 2018). The minimal impact of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

initiatives and the persistence of substandard labor conditions suggest that redistributive 

mechanisms are weak. This aligns with findings that CSR in developing regions often 

functions symbolically rather than substantively, failing to address structural inequalities 

(Frynas & Yamahaki, 2016). 

At the cultural level, industrialization has altered local value systems and patterns 

of social interaction. The decline of communal activities due to environmental 

disturbances reflects a disruption of everyday social life and shared cultural practices. 

From a practice theory perspective, culture is reproduced through habitual actions 

embedded in social contexts (Bourdieu, 1990). Industrial intrusion into local spaces can 

displace these practices, leading to cultural dislocation. 

This phenomenon is further supported by the concept of social-ecological 

disruption, where environmental degradation directly affects social relations and cultural 

continuity (IPBES, 2019). Moreover, modernization processes often produce cultural 

homogenization, marginalizing local identities in favor of dominant industrial logics 
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(Escobar, 2018). The erosion of communal spaces in Batupute Village thus reflects broader 

tensions between globalized industrial systems and localized cultural resilience. 

At the social process level, the study identifies patterns of conflict, negotiation, and 

resistance, indicating fragmented social integration. Community grievances related to 

pollution, labor inequality, and exclusion from decision-making processes highlight 

ongoing social tensions. Conflict theory posits that such tensions are inherent in contexts 

characterized by unequal access to power and resources (Dahrendorf, 1959). 

Recent governance literature emphasizes the importance of participatory 

development and inclusive decision-making as mechanisms to mitigate such conflicts 

(Cornwall, 2016). Arnstein’s (1969) ladder of participation remains relevant, illustrating 

that without genuine power redistribution, participation remains tokenistic. In Batupute 

Village, limited community involvement suggests a top-down development model that 

undermines social legitimacy and trust. 

Furthermore, the marginalization of community agency reflects a disruption in the 

duality of structure and agency. While structuration theory highlights the recursive 

relationship between the two, contemporary perspectives on agency in development stress 

the importance of empowering local actors as co-creators of development processes (Sen, 

1999; Cleaver, 2017). The lack of meaningful engagement mechanisms in this case 

constrains the ability of communities to influence outcomes, resulting in exclusionary and 

unsustainable development trajectories. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate that industrial development in Batupute Village 

remains misaligned with the principles of societal development. Structural inequalities, 

cultural disruptions, and fragmented social processes collectively indicate a failure to 

integrate key dimensions of sustainable development. These results are consistent with 

global critiques of industrial expansion that neglect social justice and environmental 

sustainability (Hickel, 2020; UNDP, 2020). 

Therefore, a reorientation of development strategies is required. This includes 

strengthening local governance frameworks, ensuring equitable distribution of economic 

benefits, preserving cultural systems, and institutionalizing participatory mechanisms. 

Integrating these elements is essential to achieving a balanced and inclusive model of 

societal development that aligns economic progress with social welfare and ecological 

sustainability. 

Conclusion 

The findings demonstrate that industrial development in Batupute Village has not 

been fully aligned with the principles of sustainable and societal development. The 

application of societal analysis encompassing structural, cultural, and social process 

dimensions reveals that industrial expansion has generated multidimensional impacts, 

including structural inequalities, cultural degradation, and the erosion of traditional 

values. These transformations indicate that development practices remain predominantly 

growth-oriented, with insufficient integration of social and cultural considerations. 
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A key implication of this study lies in its contribution to the operationalization of 

the societal development framework. By empirically illustrating the disconnection 

between structural arrangements, cultural systems, and social processes, this study 

reinforces the importance of adopting integrative and human-centered development 

approaches. It highlights that failure to synchronize these dimensions may result in 

fragmented development outcomes and long-term social vulnerabilities. 

From a practical perspective, the findings suggest the urgent need to strengthen 

local governance and regulatory frameworks, particularly through the establishment of 

clear village-level regulations and more effective monitoring mechanisms. Enhancing 

corporate accountability is also critical, especially in ensuring that Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) initiatives move beyond symbolic compliance toward substantive 

contributions, such as fair labor practices, occupational health and safety protections, and 

community empowerment programs. Furthermore, institutionalizing participatory 

mechanisms is essential to ensure that local communities are actively involved in decision-

making processes, thereby promoting more inclusive and equitable development 

outcomes. 

For future research, further studies are recommended to adopt comparative or 

longitudinal designs to examine the long-term socio-cultural and environmental impacts 

of industrial development across different regions. Quantitative or mixed-method 

approaches could also be employed to measure the extent of structural inequality and 

social change more systematically. Additionally, future research should explore the role of 

policy interventions and multi-stakeholder governance models in fostering more balanced 

and sustainable development trajectories. 

Overall, this study underscores that achieving sustainable industrial development 

requires a holistic integration of economic, social, and cultural dimensions, supported by 

inclusive governance and strong institutional commitment. 
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